August 28

Gitxsan Chiefs

Gimlitxwit
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Here is my report to bring you up to date on the issues that we are dealing with to look after Gitxsan interests.

SHORT TERM FOREST AGREEMENT

First of all I wanted to remind you of how the negotiations began on the attempt to have a new relationship with BC on forest resources.

You will recall that over the past ten years we have been attempting to work out a consultation arrangement with the Government of British Columbia. Our efforts have not been met with any cooperation from the Ministry of Forests.  

When the Minister proposed to transfer the forest licenses in 2002 to new owners we raised our objections. The Ministry of Forests had not consulted with the title holders on the proposed license transfer. The Lax waalams, Metlakatla, Gitanyow, and the Gitxsan all went before Justice Tysoe saying that the Minister had not undertaken any meaningful consultations.

Justice Tysoe came down with his judgment on December 10, 2002. The following are included in his orders and declarations.

a) I declare that the Minister had in April 2002 and continues to have a legally enforceable duty to each of the petitioning First Nations to consult with them in good faith and to endeavour to seek workable accommodations between the aboriginal interests of each of the petitioning First Nations, on the one hand, and the short term and the long term objectives of the Crown and Skeena to manage such of the lands covered by the licenses issued to Skeena under the Act as are claimed by the petitioning First Nations in accordance with the public interest, both aboriginal and non aboriginal, on the other hand;          

On the basis of the direct evidence and oral histories Justice Tysoe found that each of the petitioning First Nations has a good prima facie claim of aboriginal title and a strong prima facie claim of aboriginal rights with respect to at least part of areas claimed and that these parts are included within the lands covered by Skeena’s tree farm and forest licenses.

Negotiations began shortly after the Tysoe decision came down. In early 2003 we took the position that our proposed agreement with the Crown in right of BC had to be broken into three components. The Chiefs signed the Interim Forestry Agreement on June 1, 2003. We began negotiations on the next leg, the Short Term Forest Agreement right after. 

We have achieved the following on the Short Term Forest Agreement. 

· BC recognizes the Chiefs as decision makers on land and resource matters.

· BC is willing to support a pilot project on land and resource planning

· BC has offered to share revenue with the title holders

· BC has offered a non renewable forest license

· BC has committed to negotiating a long term agreement    

I believe that Chiefs have to endorse the Short Term Forest Agreement.

We can negotiate several outstanding matters in the proposed agreement Long Term Forest Agreement. Some of the outstanding issues include a more realistic revenue sharing formula; planning on all Gitxsan lands; better terms on forest licenses that the Gitxsan Nation will acquire; more investment on Gitxsan forest lands for which BC has assumed management responsibility; and protection of areas that we need in order to be Gitxsan. 

The Gitanyow Chiefs signed an agreement with similar terms a few weeks ago. I believe that what is in the Gitxsan Short Term Forest Agreement gives us a credible foundation upon which we can build a better relationship with the Government of British Columbia and will enable the title holders, the Gitxsan Chiefs, to decide to what uses their lands may be put.  

SUN WAVE

I have had several meetings recently with Susanna Xu, the President and Chief Executive Officer of Sun Wave. Sun Wave is the corporation that owns the pulp mill on Watson Island. Sun Wave currently owns the forest license that was once known as the Carnaby license. Susanna Xu has made a personal commitment to enable the Gitxsan company know as the Gitxsan Forest Enterprises Inc. to purchase the forest license.

Sun Wave plans to operate the pulp mill next spring. The pulp mill once operational will need more than 2 million cubic metres of pulp logs. The license that we are in the process of buying can provide about 10% of what the pulp mill needs. Sun Wave has agreements with Lax waalams to provide all of their pulp logs from the Lax waalams licenses. Other first nations that hold fibre interests and forest licenses will be asked to join the group. 

The business model that Sun Wave has adopted is straightforward. They have a pulp mill to run. They will buy their raw material from licenses owners who are mostly first nations. 

GITXSAN FOREST ENTERPRISES INC.

The Chiefs recently appointed seven people to the Board of the new Gitxsan Forest Enterprises Inc. The Board members are Bill Blackwater jr., Roy Wilson, George Muldoe, Myrtle Muldoe, Calvin Hyzims, Roger Johnson, and Alice Jeffrey. I will serve as sole shareholder to look after the interests of Gitxsan people who own the corporation.

GOLF TOURNAMENT

Richard Sampson, our communications guy, did a wonderful job of organizing the Gitxsan Nation golf tournament. More than forty golfers played and had a good time 

Sponsors included BC Hydro, Westhawk Mining, the Royal Bank, BC Transmission Corporation, Gitxsan Child and Family Services, Powerex, University of Northern BC, Bulkley Valley Printers, Inlander Grocery, Gitxsan Wetsuweten Education Society, Bulkley Valley Credit Union, Enbridge Gateway Pipeline Inc. BC Café, New Hazelton Deli, K’san Campsite, Village of Hazelton, Canadian National Railway, Silvertip Promotions, CFTK, Totem Café, RCMP, Interior News, CJFW, Vandergaag and Bakker, Speedee Printers, Hazelton Wolverines, and Sun Wave Forest Products.       

The event was well planned and a good time was had by all. The golf tournament was paid for by the participants and it enabled people to enjoy each other’s company.  

TAMARA STONEY

Tamara was one of the young Gitxsan people who served temporarily in our office. Tamara is a terrific athlete and a great student. She just returned from one of her summer missions in South Carolina with the Salvation Army. She recently discovered that she has cancer of the thyroid glands. She will begin receiving treatment later on this week in Vancouver. Tamara is a wonderful person and all our prayers are with her for a speedy and full recovery.
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