GITANYOW DECLARATION

The Gitanyow are Gitksan aboriginal peoples situated in North Western British Columbia, Canada, who have inhabited the Skeena and Nass watersheds for thousands of years. The Gitanyow people have relied upon wild salmon resources for food, sustenance, and economic purposes for thousands of years and even today, continue to exercise their aboriginal rights to access all fishery resources within Gitanyow Traditional Territories.

The Gitanyow fishery resources have been heavily impacted by a number of resource development activities over the last hundred years, which has compromised fish and fish habitat within our territories. The Kitwanga River wild sockeye stocks are presently at risk of extirpation.

The Gitanyow have invested substantial resources on numerous studies over the past decade and are now involved in a multiyear rebuilding plan for Kitwanga sockeye. Anadromous fish stocks such as Kitwanga sockeye originating in our territories migrate through the Skeena River confluence, making them susceptible to the potential negative impacts of flnfish aquaculture. The most threatening impacts include the potential transmission of disease (e.g. DIN), parasites (e.g. Sea lice) and other noxious agents as they migrate through the Skeena estuary — pre and post ocean residency.

We cannot ignore the threat of finfish aquaculture (Fish Farms) being proposed by Pan Fish Canada at the confluence of the Skeena and Nass Rivers.

We, the Gitanyow, situated in the Skeena and Nass watersheds, proclaim these watersheds as fish farm free, wild salmon only zones and we will do everything in our power to ensure that our fisheries resources are protected from such threats as finfish aquaculture (fish farms),

Lax Gibuu (wolf clan)




 Ganeda (frog clan)

Gwaas Hlaam (George P. Daniels)


 Sindihl (Robert Good)

May 30, 2006

