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Gitxsan Treaty Office


May 18, 2006

Office of the Premier

P.O. Box 9041 

Station Provincial Government

Victoria, B.C. V8W 9E1

Attention:
The Honourable Mr. Gordon Campbell

Dear Mr. Campbell,

Re:
Environmental Review of  Northgate Minerals Corporation’s Kemess North Mine Expansion Project - Gitxsan House of Nii Kyap Aboriginal Interests

I am the Chief for the Gitxsan House of Nii Kyap.  We are trying to participate in the review of this project, but are being frustrated by the shortcomings of the process.  I am writing to ask for your assistance.  Specifically, I would like to meet with you and Minister Penner to discuss our concerns.  

We submitted the attached letters to the Joint Review Panel who are reviewing this project to outline our concerns.  Our fundamental concerns are to protect our aboriginal interests and the water resources in our territory.  Northgate proposes to use Amazay Lake as a tailings disposal facility, which will destroy this pristine lake.  We cannot allow this to happen. 

You recently announced that the Province is tripling funding to preserve and restore B.C.’s rivers with a $14-million contribution to the Living Rivers Trust Fund.  The press release quotes you as follows:   

“B.C.’s rivers and waterways help define us as a province. They are the lifeblood of our environment, our economy and our communities,” said Premier Campbell. “The Living Rivers Trust Fund serves as our commitment to protecting and improving B.C.’s rivers, watersheds, and fish habitats for generations to come.

The Honourable Mr. Penner is quoted as follows:

“We are dedicated to maintaining healthy fish habitat, which also contributes to healthy ecosystems,” said Environment Minister Barry Penner. “The additional $14 million in funding will provide dedicated support to river and watershed restoration, enhancement and research projects across the province.” 

Amazay Lake sits at the headwaters of an important watershed.  The applicant, Northgate, acknowledges in its application that the destruction of the lake will be a “major” aquatic habitat loss.  We want to protect Amazay Lake and the watershed in which it sits for current and future generations of Gitxsan as part of their Gwalx ye’inxst (inheritance).  

If the Province is truly committed to protect and improve B.C.’s rivers, watersheds, and fish habitats for generations to come, then it will not permit the destruction of Amazay Lake.  Prevention of harm to water resources is a far easier and economical, then restoration and enhancement after damage has occurred.  

Our aboriginal rights include both procedural and substantive rights in relation to any resource development that affects our interests.   We have a significant interest in this environmental review and any decision-making related to this project.  As the review moves forward, however, our ability to participate actively and meaningfully is frustrated by our lack of resources.  We are continually asked for our comments on technically complex and voluminous material.  We want to respond fully to ensure the best information is on the record, but cannot do so without adequate funding.  The review guidelines impose specific requirements to examine information on aboriginal interests in relation to the project.  We and other First Nations have that information, but it is time-consuming and costly to assemble.  To date, we have not been given the resources necessary to review the application materials and assemble a proper response.  This situation makes meaningful participation impossible and undermines the credibility of the review. 

We want a real and timely opportunity to participate in the review and decision-making for the Kemess North Project.  If you want a constructive government-to-government relationship based on mutual respect, recognition and reconciliation as part of a new relationship, then we must be brought into the decision-making on this and other such projects.   

I thank you for considering our concerns and look forward to your response.  

Yours truly,

Chief Rena Benson

Gitxsan House of Nii Kyap 
BOX 229, HAZELTON, B.C.  V0J 1Y0
TELEPHONE: (250) 842-6780
TELEPHONE: (250) 842-6709


