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Gitxsan Treaty Office


VIA FASCIMILE:  (250) 356-6376

 June 13, 2006









Ministry of Economic Development 

Economic Competitiveness Division

PO Box 9046, STN PROV GOVT

Victoria, BC  V8W 9E2

Attention:  
The Honourable Colin Hansen


 Re:
Ministry of Economic Development, Economic Competitiveness Division 

– Socio-economic Impact Review of Northgate Minerals Corporation’s Kemess North Mine Expansion Project (Kemess North Project) 

I am the Chief for the Gitxsan House of Nii Kyap.  The members of the House of Nii Kyap will be adversely affected by this project.  I am writing in response to the recent socio-economic review for the Kemess North Project submitted to the Environmental Assessment (EA) Panel by your Ministry.  Your Ministry’s review was deficient, particularly since it did not take into account the interests of First Nations.  I ask that your Ministry reopen its review to investigate the socio-economic impact of the proposed project on First Nations.  This letter summarizes the background so you may understand our concerns.   

Our fundamental concerns are to protect our aboriginal interests and the water resources in our territory.  Amazay Lake sits at the headwaters of an important watershed.  Northgate proposes to use Amazay Lake as a tailings disposal facility, which will destroy this pristine lake.  Northgate acknowledges in its application that the destruction of the lake will be a “major” aquatic habitat loss.  We cannot allow this to happen.  We want to protect Amazay Lake and the watershed in which it sits for current and future generations of Gitxsan as part of their inheritance.    

On May 17, 2006, your Ministry filed its response to Northgate’s supplemental Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) as requested by the Environmental Assessment (EA) Panel.  Attached as Appendix G to the Province’s collective response was a socio-economic review entitled “Comments from Andrew Taylor, Policy Advisor, Economic Competitiveness Division, Ministry of Economic Development, on Northgate’s responses in Supplements 23”.  Your Ministry’s comments were as follows:

Overall the information contained in the EIA and the additional information provided in Northgate’s responses sufficiently covers the socio-economic review.   Based on my review, I have the following question:

Where will the capital inputs (e.g. business supplies) for Kemess North come from – will they be transported via truck or air? 

The sparse comments from the Province were in stark contrast to the federal government’s socio-economic impact review submitted by Health Canada, Safe Environments Programme with their May 11, 2006 letter.  A copy is attached for your review.  The federal government’s review makes several recommendations and requests for further information from Northgate and concludes that:

Health Canada’s position, based on the information provided to date, is that using Duncan Lake as a tailings impoundment could have a major effect on First Nations way of life and food security and, therefore, the project could accentuate health and social problems in these communities (page 5).

And further that:

From its experience in EIA socio-economic issues analysis plus further evidence from research [FN – … CHS, 1993, Gordon, 1982, Gismondi 1992 …], Health Canada observes a common pattern in many mega-project developments where a number of socio-economic benefits are promised but fail to materialise, and there is a tendency to over-estimate job[sic] opportunities for local populations …

Given that First Nations health and well-being have been inadequately addressed in the EIA as well as in the additional responses, Health Canada would like to see a fuller description of its commitments to mitigate adverse socio-economic impacts and to create positive benefits (page 6)(emphasis added).

We do not understand how your Ministry’s socio-economic review could reach the conclusion it did without considering the interests of First Nations.  Accordingly, we ask that you explain what investigation of First Nations’ interest were undertaken as part of the review and what information was incorporated into the Ministry’s review.  Further, we ask that your Ministry reopen its review to investigate fully the First Nations concerns.  

I thank you for considering our concerns and look forward to your response.  

Yours truly,

Original signed by Rena Benson

Chief Rena Benson

Gitxsan House of Nii Kyap 
cc:

    Ms. Georgina Naismith, Panel Co-Manager

    Mr. Ray Crook, Panel Co-Manager

Carol Jones, Panel Chair


Deputy Minister, Ministry of Economic Development, Don Fast

The Honourable Rona Ambrose, Minister of Environment

The Honourable Barry Penner, BC Minister of Environment

Northgate Mineral Corporation

BOX 229, HAZELTON, B.C.  V0J 1Y0
TELEPHONE: (250) 842-6780
TELEPHONE: (250) 842-6709


