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My English name is Alice Sampson; my Gitxsan name is XSIM GANOOTSIN.  I belong to the House of NII’KYAP; more specifically to the lineage of the Sampson Family.  My daughter, Martha Wilson holds the Wing Chief name XHIIMADIMTXW and the territory you have been discussing belongs to my family.  I have been sitting back listening to all of you talking about our territories in Bear Lake.  First and foremost, this is not right a lot of our laws have been broken here. When there is a dispute like this, first we invite the House Members, if the House members do not reach a decision, all the Wing Chiefs get together to reach a decision, that is the Wing Chiefs in your own House Group.  And if there is still now decision reached then we invite all the Wolf Chiefs because we belong to the Wolf Clan.  If we invite other Chiefs from different clans we have to make payments to them.  This is the reason we keep our affairs in-House.  The other law broken is the trespassing law.  If caught three (3) times trespassing, you are automatically kill on the spot.  This is why you should never talk about anyone’s territory except your own, they might suspect you of trespassing and you might be accused and put to death.  

The other law broken is disrespect for the dead; when you mention their names you say “hla wats”, not to call out their names as if they were still alive.  There are a lot of laws being broken this week; I will not mention them all. 

The second thing is Peter Abraham and his siblings are not in Nii’Kyap’s House.  They are my grandfather Bob Patrick’s nieces and nephews, my mom’s (Mary Magdalene) distant cousins. 

The third is MULUUAK’s name, when we mention this name we are talking about my grandfather’s territory in Bear Lake and the “Kemess area”.  We are not referring to Alice Jefferies.  This name belongs to my grandfather’s grandmother, this must be about three hundred (300) years ago, after she died my great-grandmother, Bob Patrick’s mother took the name.  After she dies at the age of almost one hundred and twenty (120) years, my grandfather took the name – MULUULAK’.  This name originated from Telegraph Creek (Sekani Dene).  Some of our people borrowed names from different Nations, like NIKATEEN, WIIMINOSIK, etc.  There was no MULUUAK’ about one hundred and fifty (150) years ago in Kisaagas because they were all in HI WAS’s House.  Just recently they acquired MULUULAK’ when the House got full and moved out.  How do I know this? My father’s dad, held the name MULUUAK’ at one time and he told me.  He also told me that mom will tell me about another MULUUAK’.  I guess he meant my grandfather – Bob Patrick.  I never asked my mom so we didn’t talk about it.  So, Alice Jefferies (MULUUAK’) does not have any business on my grandfather’s territories. The researchers like the late David Green, Neil Sterritt Sr., the late James Morrison were the ones that talked to the late William Charlie, my uncle (married to my mother – Mary Magdalene’s sister – Amelia).  William Charlie said that he tried to use all the Indian (traditional) names on the territories, especially MULUUAK’ and O’YEA - the name held by the late Paul Jack held Bear Lake.  I was wondering what he was talking about.  I told William, the late Joshua McLean held the name – O’YEA.  Then he asked me to tell him about MULUUAK’.  I explained who she was, that the late William Charlie’s dad was in the same House.  William stated he regretted putting the traditional names on the territories (for MULUUAK’ and O’YEA) and traplines because he realized that there was a repetition of traditional names and he had made a mistake. The MULUUAK’ he was talking about was not Alice Jefferies - MULUUAK’.  William stated regrets giving this information, he said: “I’ve expressed this history so many times”.  

Here is the true history of Bear Lake.  About five hundred (500) years a go the Takla Carriers kidnapped NII’KYAP’s daughter, so they waged war against the Carriers.  At the time one of my ancestors was married to a Carrier, so her family moved away from Kisagas’as, they didn’t want any involvement in the war because she (our ancestor) was married to a Carrier.  They travelled about 60 miles from Kisagas’as and settled at the “T’am Smax now “Bear Lake”.  They claimed the land there, some of which belonged to the Sekanis.  The Sekanis found this out and came to see and talked with our ancestors. Our people explained they were running away from a war and didn’t want to fight, but needed some land to hunt.  To the Sekani it was a community ownership because they were nomadic people.  For us (the Gitxsan) it was a ‘personal ownership’.  So the Sekani warriors listened to our story.   What they told us was this: “We will be back in three (3) days.  We will meet at this rock, if the arrows are pointed up, there will be a war, and if the arrows are pointed down, there will be no war”.  When our Chiefs got to the big rock, the arrows were pointing down, there would be no war.  Our Chiefs were so elated that he invited the Sekani people on our territories if they ever needed anything from the land they would gladly give it, so this was spread all over the different Nations of Indians, that is why you have different Nations of Indians coming to Bear Lake.  They are the Carriers, Sekanis, Sekani Dene and Talhtan.  They all used to gather at Caribou Hide each year for caribou hunting.  We settled in Bear Lake because there were a lot of fish, berries and bear.  We are called the “T’simshan Nation” (anthropological terms) and we call ourselves the Gitxsan (meaning: “The People of the River of the Mist”).  Like the Gitwangax (Gitwanga, BC) meaning “People of the Rabbit”, Gitwanklgool (Gitanwancool, BC) meaning: “People of the Narrow Pass”, Gitsegukla meaning: “People of where the fish jumps”, Gitanyaxus (Kispiox, BC) means: “People of the Hiding Place”. We in Bear Lake are known as GITMII’DO’O which means: “People of the Berries from Afar”.  This is our identified name “MII DO’O” because there were a lot of berries when we first settled there.  This history is the history of our people.

The other thing that the late David Gunanoot, the former NII’KYAP told me that all of Elizabeth Good’s children were adopted into another House in Gitwancool, including Rena Benson and her family (siblings and children).  David also told me that he already talked to Elizabeth Good about this.  David gave permission them to adopt Elizabeth Good and that David did not want any of Elizabeth’s children to touch and try to take any of his names, especially the Chief and the Wing Chief names.  Once you’re adopted in a House, you have to stay because it is made legal when our Chiefs agree with the adoption.  So now, Rena Benson has nothing to do with our territories in Bear Lake.  Rena Benson is supposed to have our permission before she talks about our land in Bear Lake.  This is our law, even the Chief (not that Rena Benson is the Chief – we do not recognize Rena Benson as a Chief nor as our spokesperson) has to have our permission to go on our family’s territory. 

I need to mention to you that I was one of the Court Interpreters in the Delgamuux Land Claims Court Case.  I did extensive studies concerning our traditional names, history (adwaak).  We found out that some of our names were borrowed from different Nations of Indians.  The names like NIKATEEN, WIIMINOSIK, MULUUAK’ and other names were borrowed from the “SASAWIT” – the Gitxsan name for the Sekani or the Sekani Dene.  I would like to get together with you, as soon as possible.  I will explain this situation more clearly.  Alice Jefferies and Rena Benson (adopted) have no connection to the Bear Lake area.  MULUUAK’ is borrowed from “TSATSAWIT”.  Two people told me this, one old lady told me this she was one hundred (100) years of age when she died and was telling me that they were all in HAIWAS’s House.  The House got too full and they moved out and acquired the name MULUUAK’. They borrowed that name from the “TSASAWIT”, she said our Gitxsan MULUUAK’ and SEKANI DENE MULUUAK’ have no connections what so ever.    Please call me and I want to have a meeting with you in person, so I can show you my Law Book of the Gitxsan and some more information that I have when I was working as an Interpreter for my people. 

Sincerely,

Alice Sampson

XSIM GANSOOTSIN 

