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For Immediate Release

Date May 31, 2006

“The Skeena Watershed is for Wild Salmon Only”

We, the Simgiigyet/ Dinizee  of the Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en proclaim our watersheds as fish farm free, wild salmon only zones and we will do everything in our power to ensure that our fishery’s resources are protected from such threats as finfish aquaculture.

Fish Farms have had a negative impact on other coastal communities south of the Skeena. A presentation giving the science of this issue and its impacts is alarming. As a result we are opposed to any such activity as it will impact our wild salmon stocks.  

· The Provincial and Federal Crown have refused to listen and accommodate our interests in this issue.  

· Common Law has stated that we must be consulted but more importantly accommodated.  

· The New Relationship recognizes our inherent rights and title and the Crown Right of British Columbia must act honorably in this situation. 

· The Federal Crown must not step away from their fiduciary duty and Gitanyow, Gitxsan & Wet’suwet’en will not allow the Crown to run rough shod over our rights.

Today at a meeting of the Hereditary Chiefs of Gitanyow, Gitxsan & Wet’suwet’en there was much discussion and opposition to this proposed activity. The Chiefs spoke about never endangering our source of life that is the salmon.   

Simoogit Dini (Alvin Weget) stated “He is saddened by the state of our food sources, his diet all his life has been from the ocean and he does not want it to stop, and wants the same for his grandchildren”.  We will not witness the further diminishment of our wild salmon stocks, they must be restored to the fullness that they once were. This is our inherent responsibility.

The parties oppose any investment in this type of project.  It is our responsibility to ensure that the wild salmon return to our rivers in our respective territories for our harvest and benefit.  As long as the Skeena flows so will our rights and title.
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